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Europe has ambition
to reach climate
neutrality by 2050
and reinventing road
transport solutions in
the decades to come.
The entire mobility ecosystem will transform,
requiring all relevant stakeholders
to cooperate: citizens and end users
of transport solutions, automobile
manufacturers, the energy sector, other
industries and start-ups and everyone
that is driving technological progress.
Making sure that research and innovation
are supported by standardisation and
regulation will be key to providing the
necessary building blocks for knowledge
and technology creation. This will help us to
manage and navigate the transformation.
Welcome and thank you for bringing
your expertise to our event.
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Programme
TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2020

11.00

Welcome and opening
Désirée Duray, Moderator
Jean-Eric Paquet, Director-General,
European Commission, DG RTD
Carla Gohin, Chief Technology Officer,
Research & Innovation
Senior Vice President, PSA Peugeot Citroën,
Chair 2020

11.30

panel discussion

Innovation towards
more sustainable mobility
Stephan Neugebauer,
Chairman of ERTRAC and EGVIA
Alan McKinnon,
Professor of Logistics, Kühne Logistics University
Ross Douglas, Founder & CEO,
Autonomy & The Urban Mobility Company
Ingrid Skogsmo, Senior Research Leader, VTI
12.20

Wrap up / closing speech
Thierry Hours,
Vice President CTO Office, Volvo Group
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Jean-Eric Paquet
Director-General,
European Commission, DG RTD

Jean-Eric Paquet has been working as the DirectorGeneral for Research and Innovation (DG RTD)
since April 2018.
Mr Paquet started working with the European
Commission in 1993 and since then has worked in various
areas throughout the Commission.
From 2002 until 2004 he was the Deputy Head of Cabinet
of former Commissioner for Research, Philippe Busquin.
From 2007 until 2011 he worked as a Head of Unit within
the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport (DG
MOVE) before becoming the Director of DG MOVE’s TEN-T
and Smart Transport directorate.
Mr Paquet joined The Directorate-General for
Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (DG
Enlargement) in 2013. He took over the Directorate in
charge of relations with Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina,
Serbia, Kosovo and later added Montenegro and the
FYROM to his portfolio.
Before starting his current position as Director-General,
Mr Paquet served as one of the three Deputy SecretariesGeneral of the Juncker Commission and was responsible
for Better Regulation and Policy Coordination.
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Carla Gohin
Chief Technology Officer,
Research & Innovation Senior Vice
President, PSA Peugeot Citroën
Graduate from Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’Arts et
Métiers and with a Master’s degree in applied mechanics,
Carla Gohin began her career at PSA Peugeot Citroën in
1999 as a cost optimisation manager.
Between 2002 and 2010, she was in charge of various
developments in the powertrain adaptations perimeter.
In 2010, she was given responsibility for the technical
coordination of the Group’s Research & Development
Department.
In 2014, Ms Gohin was appointed Executive Assistant
to Carlos Tavares, Chairman of PSA Peugeot Citroen
Managing Board.

5

Stephan Neugebauer
Chairman, ERTAC and EGVIA

Stephan completed his university studies in mechanical
engineering at the Technical University of Munich in 1991.
He was a scholarship holder of Hanns-Seidel-Foundation.
After this, while being research assistant at the “Institute
of Internal Combustion Engines and Vehicles”, he
completed his doctorate by obtaining the title of Dr.-Ing..
He started at BMW in the diesel engine development
department, which is located in Steyr (Austria). In 1998,
he returned to Munich in the development of gasoline
engines. In 2005, he transferred to the total vehicle
development, taking over a new function as Head of the
Energy Management Department and later as Head of
the Thermal Management Department. From 2012 to
2015, Stephan was Head of Vehicle Project, current BMW 3
series and 4 series.
Since 2015 he is Director Global Research Cooperation
at BMW Group and Chairman of the European Road
Transport Research Advisory Council (ERTRAC) and the
European Green Vehicles Initiative Association (EGVIA).
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Alan McKinnon
Professor of Logistics,
Kühne Logistics University

Alan McKinnon is Professor of Logistics at the Kühne
Logistics University in Hamburg and Professor Emeritus
at Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh. A graduate of
the universities of Aberdeen, British Columbia and
London, he has been researching and teaching in
freight transport / logistics for over 40 years and has
published extensively in journals and books on many
different aspects of the subject. He has been an adviser
to several governments, parliamentary committees and
international organisations, including the International
Transport Forum, the World Bank, the United Nations
and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. He
was chairman of the World Economic Forum’s Logistics
and Supply Chain Council, a member of the European
Commission’s High Level Group on Logistics and chairman
of the Transport Advisory Group for the EU Horizon 2020
research programme. Much of his research has focused
on the environmental impact of freight transport and in
particular the links between logistics and climate change.
His book on Decarbonizing Logistics was published in
June 2018.
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Douglas Ross
Founder & CEO,
Autonomy & The Urban
Mobility Company
Founder & CEO of the Autonomy and The Urban
Mobility Company, Ross Douglas started his career as
an environmental writer and documentary filmmaker
producing content for National Geographic and other
broadcasters.
This enabled him to develop a deep understanding of
environmental issues. In 2012 Douglas spent a year
working in Lagos, Delhi, Copenhagen and Berlin. While
the first two cities had toxic congestion radically reducing
the quality of life for its citizens, the other two had great
affordable mobility largely thanks to the use of bicycles.
Determined to contribute to improving mobility in cities,
Douglas spent two years researching new mobility,
visiting car and transport shows and working on an event
that could bring the new mobility community together in a
collaborative way. This was the genesis of Autonomy Paris
– an event that brings innovators, policy makers, press
and public together in Paris once a year to experience
and build future mobility solutions. Now in its 5th year,
Autonomy has become the most important international
gathering for the urban mobility community.
Douglas also founded the Urban Mobility Company, to
focus on producing content on the future of mobility. The
Urban Mobility Weekly has 11 000 subscribers and the
Urban Mobility Daily gets 2000 visitors per week reading
its content.
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Ingrid Skogsmo
Senior Research Leader,
VTI – Swedish National Road
and Transport Research Institute
Ingrid Skogsmo has over 25 years of experience from the
automotive industry, in particular from Volvo Cars (19852007), where she was Director at Volvo Cars Safety Centre
from 2003. She has also worked at Volvo Group (Vice
President, Corporate Strategy & Busines Development)
and Ford, Dearborn (managerial roles).
Ingrid’s interests in safety and strategy were united at the
collaborative research platform SAFER Vehicle &Traffic
Safety Research Center at Chalmers, where she was
deputy director 2012-2015.
Following an assignment as seconded national expert
for automated driving and road safety at the European
Commission’s Directorate-General for Research &
Development, Ingrid today leads the research of future
transportation systems at VTI, Swedish National Road &
Transport Research Institute. She represents VTI in ECTRI
(European Conference of Transport Research Institutes),
where she is a board member, and is furthermore
involved in European activities and projects related to
future mobility, such as the CCAM platform. Throughout
her career she has carried out a large number of R&I
projects and authored or co-authored over 20 papers.
Ingrid Skogsmo hold a masters’ degree from Chalmers
University of Technology, Goteborg, Sweden, where she
was also awarded an Honorary Doctorate in 2008.
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Thierry Hours
Vice President CTO Office,
VOLVO Group

MSc graduated in Chemistry, Thierry has prepared his
PhD at “French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy
Commission (CEA)” in Saclay (France).
Thierry continued his career at “Groupe Renault” as from
1988, then moved to Renault – Trucks Division –
in 1992 and integrated the Volvo Group since 2000.
In the 90’s, he held several managerial positions, both
in Industrial R&D, Quality and Project Management.
As from 2000, he was part of the Volvo Group Product
Planning, deeply engaged in the integration of the
different brands, Volvo Trucks, Renault Trucks,
Mack Trucks into the new Volvo group, setting the
product strategy and the related product plans.
Then, he took on the responsibility of the large product
renewal program developing the new Heavy Duty range of
Renault Trucks from 2006 to the launch in 2013, leading a
team of more than 5000 persons and a 1,3 Bn€ budget.
Then, he has been in charge of a broad engineering
organization covering 12 sites, all continents, supporting
commercial operations for all brands of the Volvo group.
He is since 2019 Vice-President Volvo Group CTO Office,
in charge of Technology Strategy, Emerging technologies
and Public Projects.
Thierry is Chairman of the Commercial Vehicles Strategic
group in EUCAR and will be the next EUCAR Chairman.
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Désirée Duray
Moderator

Désirée Duray is a German-Dutch moderator,
multilingual presenter, international journalist, speaker
and media-coach based in Cologne (Germany),
Amsterdam (Netherlands) and Bahrain (Middle East).
Désirée is at the very top of the presenting scene in
Europe and beyond - interacting with heads of state
and very senior company CEO’s, working for mayor
EU organizations as well as international blue chip
corporations worldwide.
She hosts TV and WebTV shows, all kinds of business and
social events, galas, symposia, congresses, conferences
and trade shows - mainly in English, German and Dutch.
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The Members
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